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OPENINGS. LITERATURE AND (ITS) REFLECTION 
 
 

HISTORY OF HUNGARIAN LITERATURE IN THE ROMANIAN-HUNGARIAN 
TRANSCULTURAL CONTEXT: THE BEGINNINGS AND HISTORY OF HUNGARIAN 

LITERATURE IN THE MIDDLE AGES 
 

CSEHY ZOLTÁN 

Professor PhD 
Comenius University Bratislava, Slovakia 

E-mail: zoltan.csehy@uniba.sk 
Article code 708-325 

 

Abstract: The study presents the history of Hungarian literature in the Middle Ages. The author 
demonstrates that the oral culture before Christianity cannot be reconstructed with literary methods. The 
oral literature existing in the pagan era belongs mainly to the field of religious history, ethnography, folk 
psychology, linguistic history and historiography. Based on the above considerations, the study presents the 
history of Hungarian literature with texts written in Latin and Hungarian. The history of Hungarian literary 
phenomena is presented in a Romanian-Hungarian transcultural context. Thus, the history of Hungarian 
literature is not considered a history that unfolds in a vacuum, separate from the evolution of Romanian 
literature. The author presents the history of Hungarian literature primarily on the basis of literary genres, 
practiced with predilection in the Middle Ages by Hungarian authors: legends, visions, parables, 
historiographic literature. 
Keywords: Middle Ages, history of Hungarian literature, literary genres, transculturality 
 

 

HISTORY OF HUNGARIAN LITERATURE IN A ROMANIAN-HUNGARIAN 
TRANSCULTURAL CONTEXT: HUNGARIAN LITERATURE DURING THE 

ENLIGHTENMENT AND ȘCOALA ARDELEANĂ 
 

 
 

NAGY LEVENTE 

Professor PhD 
Eötvös Loránd University - ELTE, 

Budapest, Hungary 
E-mail: nagy.levente@btk.elte.hu 

Article code 709-326 
 

Abstract: The study presents the Romanian-Hungarian transcultural interferences during the 
Enlightenment. The functioning of Hungarian literature in the multicultural context of the Habsburg 
Monarchy is presented. During that period (1780-1830) Hungarian writers were interested in the culture 
of nationalities (Slovaks, Romanians, Serbs, Germans), and the activity of these Hungarian writers 
(Kazinczy Ferenc, Csokonai Vitéz Mihály, etc.) was followed with interest by the intelligentsia of t4he 
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nationalities. This multiethnic and multilingual intelligentsia has a Hungarian identity: its members 
consider themselves citizens of the Kingdom of Hungary – which means a cultural and social solidarity, but 
not an ethnic one. Gheorghe Șincai, Samuil Micu or Petru Maior from a cultural and social point of view are 
closer to Csokonai, or to Kazinczy than to Alecu Văcărescu, or Anton Pann. In the Romantic era, with the 
building of nations, and of modern national literatures, writers of different literatures will increasingly close 
themselves off within their national language and culture, and their collaboration will also cease. 
Keywords: transculturality, Hungarian literature, Enlightenment, Școala Ardeleană, comparative 
literature 
 

 

LE PÉRIPHÉRIQUE CARAGIALE 
Notes en marge d'un suicide ordinaire 

 

 

FLORIN OPRESCU 
 

Professor Dr. 
Université de Vienne, Autriche 

Université de l’Ouest de Timișoara, Romania 
E-mail: florin.oprescu@univie.ac.at 

Article code 710-327 
 

Abstract: This article analyzes the significance of some of Ion Luca Caragiale's writings at the beginning 
of the 20th century, with a particular focus on his stance regarding the center-periphery dichotomy. At the 
core of this analysis is the text Inspecțiune, which has gathered particular interest in literary criticism due 
to the mystery surrounding the suicide of its central character, M. Anghelache. By examining the impact of 
the periphery on the center, we offer a deeper perspective on this allegorical death. Exploring early 20th-
century Romanian society, Caragiale reveals a crisis of the peripheral, perpetually tempted to replicate 
centrality and thus implicitly abolish any chance of survival. 
Keywords: I. L. Caragiale, center vs. periphery, modernity, mystery, sensationalist news in modernity, 
unresolved suicide 

 
THE LITERARY MAPS OF CHILDHOOD PARADISE 

 

ODISEEA PILLATIANĂ: DE LA SENEX LA PUER AETERNUS 
/ THE ODYSSEY FROM SENEX TO PUER AETERNUS IN ION PILLAT’S UNIVERSE 

 

 

LUCIA ISPAS 
 

Assoc. Professor PhD 
Petroleum-Gas University, Ploiești 

E-mail: luciaispas@yahoo.com  
Article code 711-328 

 

Abstract: A seeker of the “lost heaven of childhood”, a traveller on the path of purification, towards “foreign 
times”, Ion Pillat practices, through temporal transduction, a mythification which restores that lost 
connection with the “first self”, the inner child (as it appears defined by recent psychology studies). The 
present work aims to analyze the levers through which, following a non-Hamiltonian route, the poet-senex 
creates rhizomes that allow his descent, by accessing memory, to the stage of the golden age, up to 
anhistory, to the archetype of the child. Thus gets outlined the map of a special soul territory, located within 
the borders of that “magical realm” defined by M. L. Franz, but remaining at the age of innocence is 
impossible: the depersonalization, generated by hypermnesia, will be accompanied by cryptomnesia. While 
the madeleines metamorphose into catalysts for the sudden return to a painful present, the sought ataraxia 
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becomes, through cryptesthesia, thanatophobia. Practicing that Jungian exercitia spiritualia with an 
aliquem alium internum, necessary for transformation (as an instantiation of rebirth), the poet seeks that 
telos which could have generated a miraculous palingenesis of the true self, but the regression, the 
recapitulation, paradoxically lead to the impossibility of re-recognition, self-induced by a metaphorical 
prozopagnosis that will turn to metagnomy. Anabase switches to a painful catabase: puer aeternus remains 
suspended in the “unlived moment”. 
Keywords: child archetype, regression, recognition, cryptomnesia/cryptesthesia, palingenesis 
 
 

 

CHILDHOOD AND THE WORLD OF EMOTIONS 
 
 

EMOTIONS EXPRESSED IN ALICE’S ADVENTURES IN WONDERLAND 
 

 
 

ADELA DUMITRESCU 
 

Senior Lecturer PhD 
National University of Science and Technology  
Politehnica Bucharest, Pitești University Centre 

E-mail: adela.dumitrescu@upb.ro 
Article code 712-329 

 

Abstract: Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland can be analysed as a result of emotions both in the cultural 
and historical context of creation and reception and as a product of emotions – both in terms of its cultural 
context as well as its history of creation and reception. In the present paper we are going to discuss the 
variety of the emotional subtext and issues of expressing them. There are also some interesting questions to 
debate: Can we, nowadays readers find any common interest with those who lived in 19th century? Can we 
build a connection between us through the emotions, values expressed by the book? 
Keywords: emotions, decode, verbalization, characters, cognitive activity 
 

 

 

CHILDHOOD SHADES IN THE COMMUNIST ROMANIA 

 

MARIUS NICA 

Associate Professor PhD 
Petroleum Gas University, Ploiești 
E-mail: mariusnica7@yahoo.com 

Article code 713-330 
 

Abstract: The Communist Romania developed a specific way of dealing with children’s gullible universe: 
that of “enrolling” the individual into the structures pf the party at a very young age. Starting with Șoimii 
Patriei (“The Fatherland's Falcons”) and continuing with the Pioneers, the child was drawn into 
unconditional love for the country and for the leaders. Not to mention obeying administrative rules. The 
article aims at presenting the way in which this was possible and how children could keep their natural 
innocence in times of restriction and shortages. Moreover, we try to depict the difference that existed 
between the rural and urban in terms of children’s experiences and expectations.  

Keywords: childhood, communism, pioneer, family life, restrictions.  
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TRAIAN DORZ, OSANA, OSANA – VALENŢE SEMANTICE ŞI CONSTRUCŢII 
GRAMATICALE /TRAIAN DORZ, OSANA, OSANA – SEMANTIC VALUES 

AND GRAMMATICAL CONSTRUCTIONS  

 

FLORINA-MARIA BĂCILĂ 
 

Associate Professor PhD 
Universitatea de Vest din Timișoara 

E-mail: florina.bacila@e-uvt.ro  
Article code 714-331 

 
Abstract: Our paper aims at highlighting the expressive values of some words and phrases selected from 
Traian Dorz’s volume of children poetry Osana, Osana. We will have in view semantic values of adjectives-
epithets, as well as the stylistic potential of certain grammatical constructions, with implications on shaping 
such a special universe like childhood. In fact, it is well-known that poets do not necessarily create new 
words or new combinations of words, but their display in the right place can often create special 
assosiations in the artistic work. Beyond the simple materialisation of some more or less known 
significations, the presence of these elements in the lyrics from the above-mentioned book shed light on 
aspects related to the author’s perception of life, conveying, at the same time, connections with his vision 
on the relationship between man and the Divine, depicted in a complex, profound, integrative manner.  
Keywords: adjective, dative, grammar, stylistics, mystical-religious poetry 
 

 
CHILDREN`S WISDOM. PUZZLES OF IDENTITY 

 

 
BOOSTING CHILDREN’S IMAGINATION BY USING STORIES IN TEACHING FOREIGN 

LANGUAGES. CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES IN THE TECHNOLOGICAL ERA 
 

 
ANGELA VASILOVICI 

 
Affiliated Lecturer  

Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore,  Milan 
E-mail: angelavasilovici@hotmail.it 

Article code 715-332 

 
Abstract: Storytelling is an art as old as time. Adults and children alike have always expanded their 

imagination and creativity through stories and the fact that fairy tales play a dominant role in early 

childhood education, being included in any good English programme for young children, is a well-known 

concept. But what happens nowadays when the amazing development of technology seems to revolutionize 

both teaching and learning process? In the era in which eBooks, computer games, avatars and online 

teaching, are not fantasy but pure fact which part may stories, story books and storytelling play? 

Technology provides many useful resources for students, parents, and teachers but the excessive screen time 

may lead to less human interaction. Teachers and parents worry that lack of face-to-face socializing will 

leave students unable to communicate effectively. Moreover, recent American studies show that learners 

mostly have better comprehension with print text than digital one and in some cases students tend to score 

worse on comprehension tests after reading a digital text. Is this another story? The aim of the present 

article is to explore how language teachers can face technological impact and help children rediscover 

stories and books. By mixing appropriate methodology and deep awareness of young learners’ needs, 
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teachers may help learners to flip between book and screen and increase their imagination that during the 

early years is pivotal for children’s development. 

Keywords: storytelling, methodology, digital era, comprehension, reading resources, reading and 

language learning, children, education, imagination 
 

 

THE DWARF AS A SYMBOL OF THE “CHILDISH” CHOICE OF THE CREATORS OF THE 

ORANGE ALTERNATIVE MOVEMENT 

 
                    MARTA MOLDOVAN-CYWINSKA 
 

Professor PhD, Center for Foreign Languages 
Medical University of Warsaw 

E-mail: martacywinskanaukowe@gmail.com 
Article code 716-333 

 

Abstract: Dwarfs are popular heroes of legends and fairy tales, but Waldemar Major Fydrych “derived” 
them from traditions and beliefs, and gave them a completely urban character, using them as symbols of 
protest in a new contestation-cultural dimension. In the anti-communist Orange Alternative movement, 
street protesters dressed as dwarfs in orange caps, and drawings of dwarfs marked the place of opposition 
slogans covered by white painting by authorities’ representatives, and the figure of the dwarf became a 
symbol of free, uncensored thought. 
Keywords: dwarfs, Orange Alternative movement, protest, symbol, hope 

 
 

CHILDREN’S FOLKLORE AS PART OF CHILDREN'S LITERATURE 
 

 

FLORIN CIOBAN 
 

Professor habil. PhD 
ELTE University Budapest, 

ILR Bucharest, University of Oradea 
E-mail: florincioban811@gmail.com 

Article code 717-334 
 

Abstract: The children’s folklore category includes all popular poetry genre and species used in the 
children' milieu, that correspond to their conceptions and group of interests. The given creations are 
composed both by the adults and also by the little ones. In the children folklore there are also included some 
poetic creations that initially were made for the grown-ups, but which in time have passed into the 
children's repertory. The oldest creations from the children folklore are represented by the songs, poems 
and invocation-formula referring to various phenomena of nature, to animals, birds, insects or plants. In 
the song-invocation there is sometimes perceived the humor and irony; the invocation-formula combines 
the allurement with the threat similarly to the disenchantment.  
Keywords:  folklore, children, poetry, invocation formulas, anonymous authorship 
 
 

CHILDHOOD AS ARIADNE’S THREAD OF WRITING. THE PRODIGIOUS CHILD IN 
“THEODOROS” BY MIRCEA CĂRTĂRESCU 

 
DANA SALA   

Associate Professor PhD 
University of Oradea, 

E-mail: danafsala@gmail.com  
Article code 718-335 

Abstract: Mircea Cărtărescu turns the unreliable narrator into a story about faith as opposed to volition 

in the 19th century with implications of contemporary facts and with a postmodernist mixture of un-
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chronological events. ”Theodoros ”, the novel by Cărtărescu, plays out the exceptional destiny of a child born 

in the family of servants in Walachia who, after some notorious deeds with the band of the famous outlaw 

Iancu Jianu becomes a pirate of the Greek archipelago and future king Tewodros II of Ethiopia. In reality, 

just like in Cartarescu`s book, the emperor Tewodros` reign came to an end after the confrontation with 

Robert Naipier in the British war campaign against Abyssinia in 1868. What has happened to the unreliable 

narrator from a letter of Ioan Ghica to Alecsandri? This book continues the ethos of ”Levantul“ and turns it 

into a novel. Just where is the author disguised? Since the first person narrative seems to belong to 

providence in this book, where does the author hide? The tone of the novel is told in the second person 

singular, as a way to counterplay the stave of memory and to turn its game into new orders, impulses and 

chaos.  

Keywords: historiographical metafiction, postmodernism, Cartarescu, Balkan world, Kebra Nagast, 

history, second person narrative.  
 

 

ENFANCE JUIVE: FONDEMENT DU DÉSASSEMBLAGE  
DE LA VIE 

 
                                                                  SIMONA ȘUTA 

 
Senior Lecturer PhD 
University of Oradea 

E-mail: simonasuta@yahoo.fr 

Article code 719-336 
 

Abstract: The article examines how Jewish childhood, particularly when shaped by the Holocaust, serves 
as a foundation that unravels individual identity under historical trauma. It explores the lives of characters 
like Franz-Georg and Itsik, whose early experiences of loss, separation, and dislocation highlight the 
struggles to preserve personal and cultural identity amidst Nazi oppression. Through the analysis of the 
three novels previously mentioned—W ou le souvenir d’enfance by Georges Perec, Itzic by Pascale Rose, and 
Magnus by Sylvie Germain—the article demonstrates how Jewish childhood, deeply rooted in community 
and tradition, faces disintegration due to war, leading to lasting impacts on identity, memory, and 
humanity. 
Keywords: childhood, Jew, war, Nazi, life  
  
  

LEXICAL EXPRESSIVENESS IN ROALD DAHL’S STORIES 

 
 

ADINA PRUTEANU  

Senior Lecturer PhD  
University of Oradea 

E-mail: adinapruteanu@gmail.com  
Article code 720-337 

 

Abstract: This paper aims at exploring the lexical strata to which Roald Dahl resorted in designing three 
of his well-known stories, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, BFG and Matilda, as well as the way in which 
the inspired choice of words and ideas generates expressiveness. These stories are great examples of how 
the combinatory power of words facilitates the disclosure of the varied issues children encounter and 
experience in their journey to self-discovery.  

Keywords: children, metaphor, expressiveness, hyperbole, experience 
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CULTURAL CONTINUITY AND CHANGE: THE IMPACT OF CHILDREN'S LITERATURE 
ON SOCIETAL VALUES ACROSS GENERATIONS 

 

/  
ANDRADA MARINĂU 

 

Senior Lecturer PhD 
University of Oradea 

E-mail: adamarinau@yahoo.com 
Article code 721-338 

 

Abstract: This paper examines the role of children's literature in shaping societal values and cultural 
continuity across generations. It delves into the evolution of children's literature from traditional tales to 
contemporary narratives, analyzing how classic texts such as Alice's Adventures in Wonderland and Peter 
Pan reinforce cultural norms and values. The study contrasts these with modern works like Harry Potter 
and The Hunger Games, which reflect and promote cultural change by addressing contemporary issues 
such as identity, social justice, and resistance to oppression. Through a theoretical framework 
incorporating cultural transmission theories and psychological perspectives, the paper underscores the 
importance of educators in selecting and using children's literature to teach societal values. The article 
concludes with implications and recommendations for educational practice, highlighting the enduring 
impact of children's literature on cultural continuity and transformation. 

Keywords: children's literature, cultural continuity, societal values, classic literature, contemporary 
literature 

 
IDENTITY PROJECTIONS IN THE FIRST ROMANIAN AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE 

HANDBOOK 
 

 
 

ALIN ȘTEFĂNUȚ 
 

Assistant Lecturer PhD 
University of Oradea 

E-mail: stefanutalin75@gmail.com  
Article code 722-339 

 

Abstract: The Romanian language coursebook for foreign students coordinated by Grigore Brâncuș  is, 
from a diachronic perspective, the first institutionalized Romanian as a foreign language coursebook. By 
going through it, foreign students are introduced, among other things, to the main Romanian cultural 
landmarks and have access to the family model accepted in the Romanian society of the second half of the 
20th century, when the work coordinated by Brâncuș was published. The present article aims to emphasize 
a number of aspects related to the Romanian family’s identity, as it is constituted on the basis of the study 
texts included in the above-mentioned handbook. Perceived as the exponents of cultures that are often 
totally different from the Romanian one, in which they have chosen to study and learn Romanian, foreign 
students are presented, through the practical texts in the book, the cultural model of the Romanian family 
- its structure, parents' occupations, as well as elements related to child-rearing. Briefly, the material aims 
at answering, with the help of the mentioned textbook, the question: What is the Romanian family like? 
Keywords: language teaching, family, interculturality, children, Romanian culture, Romanian language 
as a foreign language  
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MEMORY AND THE IMAGINATION OF CHILDHOOD 
 

 
RITES OF PASSAGE AND CHILDHOOD REVISITED IN LAILA LALAMI’S  SECRET SON  

 
 

ANEMONA ALB 
 

Senior Lecturer PhD 
University of Oradea 

E-mail: anemona1002000@yahoo.com  
Article code 723-340 

 
 

Abstract: This paper aims at identifying and analyzing the parameters of identity, as they emerge from a 
novel by Laila Lalami, published by Penguin Books in 2009 and titled "Secret Son". In the postcolonial 
paradigm, the complex taxonomies of characters yield myriad facets that previous paradigms had eschewed 
or indeed obscured. In the post-Said-ean and Bhabha-ean vein, all things taxonomic can arguably be 
revisited. The analytical framework I am using in this analytical endeavor is that of the 'social actors' (van 
Leeuwen 1996). 
Keywords: childhood; Bildungsroman; rites of passage; chrono-tope; postcolonial theory; the master-
slave dynamic and the parent-offspring rift; tradition; culture; genealogy. 
 

 

LA REDECOUVERTE DES ŒUVRES CLASSIQUES DE L’ENFANCE A TRAVERS 
L’ANIMATION/ 

REDISCOVERING CHILDHOOD CLASSICS THROUGH ANIMATION 
 

 

GABRIELA MIRON 

UBB Cluj,  
Doctoral Studies 

E-mail: gabriela_miron@outlook.com 
Article code 724-341 

Abstract: In the heterogeneous category of animated adaptations based on children’s literature, the series 
produced in the late 20th and early 21st centuries by Nippon Animation Studios under the name World 
Masterpiece Theater represent a unique blend of narrative fidelity and audio-visual innovation. This article 
examines these animated series, which draw on classic works of Western children's and young people's 
literature, from two angles: sources, space-time settings and essential subjects, on the one hand, and a 
synthesis of thematic and structural common features, on the other. The intrinsic quality of the animations, 
the mentality and morality they convey, as well as the respect for the source texts, transform the animated 
series into what we might consider legacy productions, an essential element in the history of Japanese and 
world animation. 
Keywords: adaptation, animation, classic children’s literature, Japan, series 
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HETEROGENEOUS NARRATIVES: EXPLORING MULTICULTURAL THEMES IN 
CONTEMPORARY CHILDREN’S LITERATURE 

 
 

BOGDAN ANDREI 
 

Doctoral Studies 
West University, Timișoara 

E-mail: andreib64@gmail.com  
Article code 725-342 

 

Abstract: This paper explores the role of multicultural themes in contemporary children’s literature, 
highlighting the significance of cultural diversity and authentic representation. Our conclusion underscores 
the importance of inclusive and authentic representation in children’s literature, emphasizing its role in 
fostering empathy, cultural awareness, and social understanding among young readers. The research 
methodology for this article encompasses a blend of qualitative content analysis and comparative literary 
analysis. Qualitative content analysis allows for an in-depth examination of themes, character 
representations, and narrative structures, providing insights into how these elements contribute to the 
portrayal of multiculturalism. Comparative literary analysis facilitates the identification of differences and 
similarities between traditional and contemporary multicultural narratives, as well as cross-cultural 
comparisons of children’s literature and their societal impacts. 
Keywords: multicultural children’s literature, cultural authenticity, identity and belonging, digital 
storytelling, representation and diversity 

 
THE EYES OF CHILDHOOD IN ANA MARIA MATUTE'S AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL 

WRITING 
 

                                                        
ADELA MAXIM 

 

M.A. programme, 
University of Oradea  

E-mail: maximadela98@gmail.com 
Article code 726-343 

 

Abstract: Matia, Ana María Matute’s narrator in Primera memoria , is afraid of what the process of 
coming of age means, as she perceives it as problematic and detached from the image of reality she used to 
see through her childhood eyes. For the writer, concealment and revelation of memory serve as powerful 
literary tools for exploring themes closely related to identity and experience. If the pitfalls of memory are 
often linked to traumatic events and the illusion of a past that never truly existed, memory connected to 
childhood wounds in a world where adults have abandoned survival manages to concoct memory games. 
The development of the story allows us, the readers, to participate and to  notice how Matia's consciousness 
oscillates between her innate sense of morality and the influence of the people around her. Additionally, the 
protagonist describes reality through her own consciousness, and every element she depicts is filtered 
through her unique perspective. Thus, memories can be filtered through a nostalgic, idealized lens due to 
emotions triggered by a present event.   
Keywords: memory, childhood, narratology, post-war trauma, autobiographical voice 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

 

Women and Medieval Literary Culture.  
From the Early Middle Ages to the Fifteenth Century  

by Corinne J. Saunders and Dianne Watt (eds.) 
Cambridge University Press, 2023. 

 

WOMEN AND MEDIEVAL LITERARY CULTURE.  
FROM THE EARLY MIDDLE AGES TO THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY 

 

book review by ÉVA SZÉKELY 
 

eszekely@uoradea.ro 
Senior Lecturer, PhD,  
University of Oradea 
Article code 727-344R107 
 

Abstract: “Women and Medieval Literary Culture: From the Early Middle Ages to the Fifteenth Century”, 
edited by Corinne J. Saunders and Diane Watt, investigates the multifaceted roles of medieval women in 
literary culture as readers, patrons, writers, translators, and subjects. Addressing historical 
marginalization, the volume situates women’s contributions within multilingual and transnational 
frameworks, challenging androcentric literary histories. Saunders, a leading scholar in medieval and early 
modern literature, and Watt, a prominent voice in medieval gender studies, curate a collection that reflects 
decades of expertise and interdisciplinary rigor. 
Keywords: medieval women’s literary culture, gender and manuscript studies, patronage and 
authorship, multilingual medieval networks, intersection of gender and genre. 

 

Personaje ale teoriei, ființe ale ficțiunii, 
Laura Pavel, 

Iași, Editura Institutul European, 2021.  
__________________________________ 

 

Theory characters, fictional beings, 
Laura Pavel, 

Jassy, European Institute Publishing House, 2021.  
 

AN UNCONVENTIONAL HERMENEUTIC EXERCISE – 
 LAURA PAVEL 

 

book review by MARIUS MIHEȚ 
 

 

mariusmihet@gmail.com 
Senior Lecturer, PhD. 
„Comenius” University, Bratislava 
Slovakia 
Article code 728-345R108 
 

Abstract: Laura Pavel’s work brings together a diverse range of concepts and ideas, often difficult to 
reconcile, and weaves them into a coherent intellectual narrative throughout the text. The volume is 
enriched by references to the works of contemporary painters, including Adrian Ghenie, a Romanian artist 
who has firmly established himself within the canon of contemporary art. This approach, which embodies 
a form of trans-aestheticism through contemporary art, offers a distinct advantage to the literary critic 
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who navigates the intersection of art and literature. Indeed, few literary critics have the opportunity to 
engage with the cutting-edge theories emerging from fields that are in constant flux. 
Keywords: literary criticism, ekphrasis, metamorphoses, subjectivity, new approaches in criticism, 
theory of literature 

 

Clipa ca imagine. Teatru și  fotografie 
de Octavian Saiu, 

București, Editura Nemira, 2017  
__________________________________ 

 

L'instant comme image. Théâtre et photographie, 
 Octavian Saiu, 

Editions Nemira, 2017.  

 

OCTAVIAN SAIU : L’INSTANT COMME IMAGE-UNE EXPLORATION 
INTERDISCIPLINAIRE ENTRE THÉÂTRE ET PHOTOGRAPHIE 

 

book review by PAUL CRISTIAN ALBU 
 

albu_paul@yahoo.com 
Doctoral Studies 
University of Craiova 
Article code 729-346R109 
 

Abstract:  Clipa ca imagine. Teatru și fotografie (”L'instant comme image. Théâtre et photographie”)by 
Octavian Saiu is a profound exploration of the intersection between theatre and photography. The book 
delves into how these two art forms, one dynamic and ephemeral (theatre), and the other static and lasting 
(photography), influence and enrich one another. Octavian Saiu examines the historical evolution of both 
arts, the role of photography in documenting theatre, and how photographers interpret theatrical moments 
artistically. The central concept of the "instant" is explored, highlighting how photography captures the 
fleeting nature of theatre while also giving it an eternal quality. Throughout, the book discusses how 
photographs can be both documents and works of art, transforming the audience's experience and 
understanding of theatrical performances. 
Keywords: theatre, photography, interdisciplinary, art, emotion 
 
 

Rătăcind printre ficțiuni: secvențe de literatură română contemporană 
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Eikon, 2024. 
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Wandering Among Fictions: Sequences of Contemporary Romanian Literature,  
Iulian Boldea,  

Eikon, 2024. 
 

WRITING LITERARY CRITIQUE WITH REVERENCE  
 

book review by ANCA TOMOIOAGĂ 
atomoioaga@uoradea.ro 

Senior Lecturer PhD, University of Oradea 

Article code 730-347R110 
 

Abstract: Iulian Boldea is a constant observer of contemporary literature and criticism, he takes into 
account the perspective on Romanian literature, memoirs and literary criticism as shaped by nowadays 
recent books. The volume by the literary critic based in Târgu Mureș is not a literary history, but a collection 
of very varied studies, organized by genre, which makes the book a practical description of the situation of 
Romanian literature after December 1989. The literary critic's ability to synthesize is impressive, but 
especially the close-reading exercise. The book reveals, in fact, the set of important readings that a reader 
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of our century must have. Therefore, Iulian Boldea's volume is also a guide for the contemporary reader 
who needs a selection of value in the rich landscape of Romanian literary publications. 
Keywords: classical esprit, sine ira et studio, backing vocals, reverence  
 

Recompunerile lui Proteu. Gheorghe (George) Manolache 
Editat de Codina Săvulescu și Ovidiu Marian. 

Baia Mare: Acteon Books, 2020  
__________________________________ 

Proteus's recompositions. Gheorghe (George) Manolache 
Edited by Codina Săvulescu și Ovidiu Marian. 

Baia Mare: Acteon Books, 2020 

HERMENEUTICS AND GEO-CRITICISM. GHEORGHE MANOLACHE’ S 75 ANNIVERSARY 

MEDALLION 

book review by FLORINA-IOANA MITITEAN VANDICI 

fvandici@yahoo.com 
Doctoral Studies 
Lucian Blaga  University of Sibiu 

Article code 731-348R111 
 

Abstract: A formidable theoretician of reading and promoter of literary and cultural hermeneutics, 

Gheorghe Manolache (ULBS) is equally a prolific historian of literary ideas (see his seven volumes of studies 

undertaken by doctoral students from Romania, Hermeneutica fenomenului literar, under his 

coordination, between 2002 and 2017). A broader perspective reveals the professor’s preference for 

academic criticism—confident in the critique s new meanings, synthesizing, and drawn to methodologies, 

principles, and complex conceptual resources. However, the arsenal of academic literary criticism finds in 

him the support of a unique methodology reflected in a set of principles that clearly define the physiognomy 

of research in the 21st century field of literature and innovation. In 2025, Gheorghe Manolache, a pillar of 
academic knowledge in Romania and a sage of literary research, reaches the beautiful age of 75. The figure 

of Proteus corresponds to the boundless field of themes approached with creativity by Professor G. 

Manolache. He is an eloquent observer of comparative postmodern phenomena and of their roots and 
metamorphoses.  

Keywords: literary history, anniversary volume, hermeneutics, local versus central, principles, 

philosophy of criticism 
 

 

Transatlantic Literature and Culture after 9/11:  
The Wrong Side of Paradise. 

Edited by Kristine A. Miller, 
Publisher: Palgrave Macmillan, 2014. 

ON POST 9/11 FICTION. TRANSATLANTIC LITERATURE AND CULTURE AFTER 9/11: 

THE WRONG SIDE OF PARADISE. 

book review by IOANA CISTELECAN 

ioana_cistelecan@yahoo.com 
Associate Professor, PhD, University of Oradea 
Article code 732-349R112 

Abstracts: New narratives and new stylistic choices have emerged, connected to the 21st-century 
disillusionment with the ideals of safety, security, and moral clarity that once used to be taken for 
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granted. The book “Transatlantic Literature and Culture after 9/11: The Wrong Side of Paradise”, 
edited by Kristine A. Miller, is an academic collection of essays that brings together some studies which 
interrogate the complex ways in which 9/11 has been represented and processed within literature and 
culture. Life post 9/11 collective trauma perpetuates an intensified sense of crisis and vulnerability in 
a disorienting world. The volume has a transatlantic approach, bridging American and European 
viewpoints. 
Keywords: 9/11, trauma, loss, crisis, essays, contemporary literature. 
 
 

Presentation Zen: Simple Ideas on Presentation Design and Delivery, 
Garr Reynolds, 

New Riders, Pearson Education, 2020. 

 
A MINIMALIST APPROACH TO ACADEMIC PRESENTATIONS 

 

book review by TEODORA CERNĂU 
 
 

doracernau@gmail.com 
Senior Lecturer PhD, University of Oradea 
Article code 733-350R113 
 

Abstract: ”Presentation Zen: Simple Ideas on Presentation Design and Delivery” by Garr Reynolds (2020) 
provides a comprehensive framework for enhancing presentation design and delivery through principles 
rooted in simplicity, clarity, and visual storytelling. This book challenges traditional, text-heavy 
presentation norms by introducing a minimalist approach. This review explores how the principles of the 
books apply to the academic context, examining its relevance for lecturers, students, and researchers 
seeking to convey complex ideas effectively. In addition, it highlights key strategies, including the use of 
visual aids, storytelling techniques, and principles of design. It also discusses the potential challenges of 
adopting these methods in academia and offers a critical perspective on their implementation. 
Keywords: presentation, academia, visual storytelling, design principles. 
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Scenarios of Criticism  
by Călin Teutișan,  

Școala Ardeleană Publishing House, Cluj Napoca, 2022 
 

ACADEMIC COMMUNITY AS A DYNAMIC ENTITY  CĂLIN TEUTIȘAN 
                                             

book review by MARIUS MIHEȚ 
 

mariusmihet@gmail.com 
Senior Lect. PhD, University of Oradea 
Comenius University, Bratislava, Slovakia 
Article code 734-351R114 
 

Abstract: The volume Scenarii ale criticii (”Scenarios of Criticism”) seeks to revive the critical vitality of 
Cluj’s academic sphere envisioned by its author, a vision grounded in present-day data and statistics, yet 
capable of projecting itself into a not-so-distant future. On another level, Călin Teutișan’s comparatist 
initiative also carries a sentimental dimension, reflecting his role as a cultural citizen of Cluj – an 
intellectual space that consistently generates new ideas, challenges canonical norms, and redefines critical 
methodologies and broader academic perspectives.  
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Keywords:  metaliterature, schools of criticism, academic legacy, Romanian critics and professors, 
dynamics of literary criticism 
 
 

Containing Childhood. Space and Identity in Children's Literature  
Danielle Russell (coord.),  

University Press of Mississippi / Jackson, 2022 
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CHOICE AND CHILDHOOD 
                                       

book review by MIHAELA OGĂȘANU 
mihaela.ogasanu@yahoo.com 
Senior Lect. PhD, University of Oradea 
Article code 735-352R115 
 

Abstract: Unlike the geographical space which can be mapped, the literary space present in children's 
literature has some peculiarities. It is a space to be lived/experienced in its entirety and it cancels out some 
temporal dimensions present in other reality realms. In reality a space can be engulfed in memory and it 
can refer to future dimensions, as well. In children's literature the space becomes a parallel universe. For 
this, the space absorbs the reality instead of just making room for it. The space becomes a new reality, 
changing its course, as reflected in the book edited by Danielle Russell, “Containing Childhood. Space and 
Identity in Children's Literature”. 
Keywords: children’s literature, space, spatial explorations, identity, childhood, parallel universe. 
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Senior Lecturer, Ph.D. 
 Autonomous University of Barcelona 

Plaça Cívica  08193 Bellaterra (Cerdanyola del Vallès) 
Barcelona, Spain 

                                ioana.alexandrescu@uab.cat 
                                                     article code 683-300 

Abstract: On multiple occasions, in his work and interviews, Mircea Cărtărescu 
has revealed Dante to be one of his topmost literary influences. This article offers 
a comparative reading that intends to tackle several meeting points between 
Dante's oeuvre and that of Cărtărescu. Particular attention will be given to 
Cărtărescu’s novel Solenoid (2015), a privileged space for recounting the places 
where Dante’s ascendancy can be found: the nocturnal regime of the text, profuse 
with infernal images, the figure of Virgil accompanying the protagonist as a guide, 
the construction of the novel, conceived from the very beginning by the author as 
a space that should end with the word “stars”, among other features to be 
examined. 

 
Key words: Că rtă rescu; Solenoid, Dănte; literăry influences; 
intertextuălity 
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                                                     article code 684-301 
 

 

 
Abstract: The artistic avant-garde of the first decades of the 20th century 
was a unique phenomenon in the history of art, decisive for its future 
evolution. If previous interpretations underlined its revolutionary nature, 
absolutizing the radicality of its break with the past, more recent 
approaches have proved to be much more nuanced, highlighting the 
complexity, sometimes contradictory, of the avant-garde and thus 
imposing the abandonment of any reductionist interpretation. Within this 
context, the present study focuses on an important creation of the period, 
Fernand Léger’s Ballet mécanique, arguing that it can be best  understood 
as an expression of the tendency, essential for most avant-gardists, to 
resume a dialogue with artistic tradition and not  radically reject it. 
Key words: avant-garde, Fernand Léger, Ballet mécanique, beauty, 
classicism. 
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                                                article code 685-302 

 

 

 

Abstract: As a man of his century, Heinrich Heine had also lived the 
frustrations of his time. Many of his works were written in exile. His writing 
may have absorbed the fear of the migrant, fear about losing his identity. 
Heine lived the drama of people who migrate to new horizons, to new 
cultural spaces, surviving as a stranger who had not lost the hope to have 
a better life abroad. Heine lived in a Europe of troubled times, his works 
revealed the stranger`s impossibility to toss away the otherness he 
represents. In poetry and prose, he shifted from late Romanticism to 
Realism, a literary current that would fully appear in German literature 
starting with the second half of the nineteenth century. The article follows 
the traces of his life and work also in the light of his portrait made for 
readers by the former generations of his critics in Romanian language.  
 
Keywords: crises, Heine, drama, fear, frustration, identity, migrant, 
creation. 
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Doctoral Studies,  

University of Craiova,  

Alexandru Ioan Cuza Street no. 13, Craiova, Romania 

                                                     article code 686-303 
 

Abstract: The study examines the main challenges faced by the 
Surrealist movement in the decades of the 1920s, 1930s, and 1940s. Amid 
many disputes and controversies, some of which resulted in exclusions, the 
case of the emergence of "Le Grand Jeu" magazine between 1928 and 1930 
is analyzed. Founded by a group of young individuals who referred to 
themselves as "Les Phrères simplistes," the magazine quickly attracted 
former Dadaists and even artists from André Breton's group, provoking a 
response from the writer who was derogatorily called the "Pope of 
Surrealism." When facing divergences within their own group, the 
surrealists took steps towards further demolition of the 'old' society rather 
than towards  solidarity. 

 
Key-words: Surrealism, Le Grand Jeu, Les Phrères simplistes, 

André Breton, René Daumal 
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Senior Lecturer, PhD 
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article code 687-304 

 
 

Abstract: It is the assumption of this study that Kuang’s novel, 
“Yellowface”, published in 2023 yields a myriad of identities, indeed 
palimpsestic ones, layers upon layers of selfhood, be it professional or 
ethnic or racial, that the protagonist of this novel appropriates only to then 
readily relinquish when conscience kicks in. It is not merely a story of 
reluctant plagiarism that Kuang looks at here, it is the very conundrum of 
identity in its contextual versatility that she investigates with gusto. It is 
indeed post -identity that comes to mind in an age when one does not 
necessarily have to appropriate someone else’s work, but, say, an Artificial 
Intelligence algorithm can do it for you, A.I. as (implicit) protagonist in 
literature (prose, mostly) now being quite the bellwether in recent fiction. 
Keywords: (post)-identity; palimpsestic identity; the metamorphoses of 
the ‘self’; versătility; ethnic ăppropriătion; plăgiărism. 
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Article code 688-305 
 
 

Abstract: Felicia Mihali s debut novel was published in 1998. The author is herself 
a Romanian expatriate living in Montreal. The contemporary book Ţara brânzei” 
(The Cheeseland/ Le Pays du fromage) is built around the story of the 
protagonist's return to her native land, a return to her origins that activates her 
memory, a foray into her own existential path. Confrontations with revived 
memories, with palpable traces of the family's past give consistency to the 
heroine's new destiny, offering the reader a disturbing mirror by reflecting the 
taboos, customs, prejudices of the rural world. The relocation is not only a change 
of the spatial paradigm (rural-urban), a turning point that will contribute to 
redefining the course of life, but also the protagonist's attempt to reconfigure her 
personal identity by accessing the collective identity. The status of women is also 
analyzed and illustrated in the pages of Felicia Mihali's book with particular 
realism, with journalistic accuracy, in an expressive, laconic, eloquent style. 

 
Keywords: identity, individual/collective memory, rural space/urban space, 
personal/collective identity, expatriate
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Senior Lecturer PhD, Emanuel University of Oradea 
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Article code 689-306 

 
 

Abstract: Kazuo Ishiguro’s acclaimed novel “The Remains of the Day” has 
garnered extensive critical attention for its exploration of themes related to 
identity, memory, and the passage of time. This paper delves into a less-explored 
but equally significant aspect of the novel—the concept of otherness. Kazuo 
Ishiguro’s novel “The Remains of the Day” deals with the theme of alterity, or the 
state of being other or different on different levels. Both characters and situations 
exemplify the overarching presence of otherness, but Ishiguro’s main character, 
Stevens, ingeniously embodies a subtle but significant representation of “the 
other” to himself. This paper focuses on the multiple layers of alterity that 
intertwine throughout the novel, giving special attention to Stevens’s manner of 
confronting the alterity within himself. 
Key words: Kazuo Ishiguro, alterity, journey, Stevens, butler, character. 
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Article code 690-307 
 

Abstract: The issue of defining identity, along with dysfunctional intra-familial 
relationships, with a particular focus on the theme of motherhood, constitutes the 
inner circle within which Aleksy, the central character of Tatiana Țîbuleac's first 
novel, Vara în care mama a avut ochii verzi (The Summer When My Mother’s Eyes 
Were Green), gradually learns to accept his mother and to discover himself in the 
hypostasis, never suspected, as a beloved and loving son, attentive to his mother's 
needs and genuinely concerned with family history, one that takes him through a 
carousel of experiences, at the end of which the individual rediscovers himself from 
another point of view, totally different from what is presented in the beginning of 
the novel. The relationship to the self and to otherness is subject to different 
degrees of acceptance, and provokes strong identity crises, all doubled by a 
psychological condition with unpredictable manifestations in everyday life. 
 

Key-words: identity, otherness, family crisis, motherhood, death, self-discovery  
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Associate Professor, PhD, University of Oradea 
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Article code 691-308 
 
Abstract: Relegated from Rome to Tomis around 8 A.D., after a sea-voyage which 
lasted months, forced to give up the circle of high life where he used to be so admired 
and cherished, Ovid found himself in the land of dissonance. The sources of his 
dissonance were: the perceived reception of his own poetry, the nature of harsher 
climate, the life-threatening attacks of the Barbarians and his own fears of illness. Ovid 
needed a "bandwidth" of communication and resonance and he found it in books, both 
as objects and as a legacy. The book (liber/libri) was free (‘liber’) to travel to Rome in 
his place and to receive all the valences of a compensatory myth. Moreover, book (in 
its ancient form of ”volumen”) retrieves in “Tristia” the vocabulary of resonating with 
other people. Books, his own and of other writers, are the mysterious path to a much 
needed reconciliation with Tomitan people. 

Key words: exile, Ovid, Pontus Euxinus, book, papyrus, epistles, resonance, 
alterity  
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Abstract: Our article aims at taking into consideration some aspects regarding the two 
concepts: identity and individuality, in the lyrical work of Traian Dorz – a contemporary 
Romanian poet, regrettably less studied, author of thousands mystical poems and of several 
volumes of memoires and religious meditations. We will have in view certain aspects of the 
textual construction in a series of poems which have as message the relation – seen from a 
Christian point of view – between the meaning of ascension on the path of faith and the 
collapse of the human condition, between the ecstatic state and the limits of the telluric, 
between the sacred silence of the intimacy with God and the manifestation proper to the 
community spirit. Beyond the simple presence of these significations, such poems 
concentrate, in their essence, theological truths and confessions of faith, highlighting the 
author’s artistic belief, his conception about life and Divinity.  
Key words: Stylistics, mystical-religious poetry, textual construction, identity, 
individuality 
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article code 693-310 

Abstract: The interference between theogony and mysticism is the very point of 
juncture between the literary and theological aspects of Valeriu (Bartolomeu) Anania s  
oeuvre. The theology surrounded by symbolism means experience, as symbols bring in a 
timeless space. The story of the monk Archbishop Bartolomeu (Valeriu Anania as a writer) 
is in line with the thoughts expressed by the philosopher and dogmatist Dumitru Stăniloae. 
Valeriu Anania, the writer, does not tend to minimize his artistic condition but accepts it 
bravely, regardless what the monk Bartolomeu, his religious being, might think. The writer 
is older than the monk. The writer is the the only provider and weaver of evocative themes 
and tools, where message and light seem to meet with the intertextual development and 
utterances. The two selves, the writer Valeriu Anania (Val), respectivey the Archbishop 
Bartolomeu (Bart) are in a playful dialogue throughout the book. The opposing narratives 
between the two instances do not overwhelm the reader, but on the contrary, they reinforce 
different inner explanations, shedding light on the limits of theology, national history, 
philology, ethnology and folklore. The symbols outlined by the author in the extensive work 
entitled ”Cerurile Oltului” fulfil the role of a national legacy. 

 
Key words: Valeriu Anania; monahism, poetry, ethnology, folklore, symbols, 

traditionalism, religious legacy 
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Abstract: In the villages of the Beiușului Depression, the preliminary rites in case of death 
are well defined. From the moment the death occurred, the family members are concerned 
with strictly observing each stage of the funeral ceremony. Respect is important both for 
the one preparing for the great journey and for those left alive. The candle is a ritual object 
present in many sequences and implicitly with multiple valences. 
Key words: deăth, ceremoniăl, light, prăctices, Beiuș 
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Abstract: This article sets out to investigate the parameters of identity that draw 
on the latest experiments in creating artificial intelligence, beyond the ontological, 
as reflected in Kazuo Ishiguro’s “Klara and The Sun”, a novel published in 2021.
Ironically, the people in the household, the little girl’s parents and extended family 
prove to be more ‘robotic’ than the robot, in a sense, definitely more prescriptive 
in their daily rituals about the house and about town, hopelessly trapped in the 
‘rat race’. In this dystopian parable of our post-human future, to use a coinage by 
Fukuyama, all-too-human robots get intertwined in a tragi-comical mode with 
our all-too-robotic fellow-men. The socio-psychological implications of such a 
social configuration (a live-in robot arrangement) are myriad. They are, inter alia, 
conducive to a plethora of interrogations about the nature of friendship per se, 
the nature of post-human relationships, the vagaries of solitude. 
 
Key words: post-humanity; otherness; ontology; intelligence; empathy; 
companionship; solitude. 
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Abstract: The present work puts forward an updated reading of an interwar play, 
one of the most popular theatrical performances on Romanian stages, even if this 
play is not necessarily one of the masterpieces of our interwar theater - Victor Ion 
Popa's Take, Ianke and Cadîr. The plot revolves around the issue of inter-ethnical 
and interreligious marriage. Using the newest conceptual tools of present-day 
philosophy (in the books of Kwame Anthony Appiah), focused on the psychology of 
identity, the study aims to follow the deconstruction of all the idiosyncrasies and 
stereotypes that may appear around the identity problem. This deconstruction is 
undertaken by the playwright Victor Ion Popa with artistic means and in a deeply 
humanistic spirit. Take and Ianke's vehemence diminishes comically as the play 
unfolds, melting at the temperature of parental love and demonstrating how the 
boundaries of the group – in Appiah's terms  –  become more and more flexible, 
wider, outlining an overarching identity that accommodates them all.  
 

 Am ales un text din dramaturgia interbelică pentru a demonstra 

cu instrumentele teoretice actuale, nu numai că problema identității nu 

e una nouă, ci și ca lucrurile se rezolvau mai demult mult mai simplu, 

instinctiv, că pattern-urile și noțiunile pretențioase cu care operăm azi  
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Abstract: Is there an interconectedness between the unreliability of the narrator in 
magical realism and the degree of trespassing morally acceptable behaviour? The narrator 
seems to reject the interpretation of reality in favour of being the chronicler of an ancestral 
community, resorting to community-shaping power of storytelling. Writers do use some 
techniques through which the narrator s persona is construed so as to make the reader 
disconnect his/her moral appraisal of the fictional acts of responsibility. Thus the reader 
suspends the reflective judgement while immersed in the very act of reading, forgetting at 
a first glance to appraise it as something  negative . Poetical language is sometimes 
dissolved into the style of magical  realism prose.  
 
Key words: narratology, identity, ethics, the macabre, literature and war, magical 
realism, storytelling, postcoloniality, hybridity. 
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Abstract: In the process of constructing an identity, it is not enough to send a message 
about our identity because we cannot be sure about the interpretation of the signals we 
have sent. Therefore, before assuming an identity, it must be validated by others. 
Impoliteness is image-damaging behaviour in a given context. Direct linguistic behaviour 
can be a threat to the receiver. For example, solicitation is a threatening act that can 
damage one's own image as well as the image of the interlocutor. For this reason, speakers 
often resort to an indirect style of address. In this way, people in verbal interaction can 
accommodate each other or withdraw without damaging their image. Direct refusals, for 
example, can be interpreted as disrespect or disregard. It is therefore advisable to use 
indirect wording or ways in which the receiver will understand the message. By sending an 
indirect message, the speaker has the chance to check whether the receiver is ready to 
receive a particular message without offending him/her. 
Key words: identity, face theory, positive politeness, negative politeness, face-

threatening acts 

                                                 
1 Nu ne vom opri ăsupră definițiilor conceptului de identitate întrucât nu fac 
obiectul studiului de făță. Pentru o trecere în revistă a principalelor concepţii 
ale identităţii, vezi Scârneci, 2009: 17-26.  
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Abstract: The triadic relation is a concept which has stirred controversies 
amongst the Romanian linguists. Some are refusing to acknowledge its existence, 
whilst others (most of them) analyze the different morpho-syntactic contexts, 
which are generating and rendering its different types. These contexts are 
showing these types through concrete facts of language. Our study synthesizes and 
systematizes the notions of theoretical order, regarding this type of relations, with 
implications related to the syntax of the verbal group. More often than not, the 
verb is the center of triadic construct and the adjuncts which it implies in this 
structure are the predicative names, the supplementary predicative, the 
complementary predicative of the object, the secondary complement, the 
possessive complement and the sociative circumstantial, along the exception and 
cumulative one. The organization of the presented information within this 
material is being constituted trough an argument in favor of the support for the 
theory regarding the triadic relations. 
Key words: triadic relation, dependency relations, syntax groups-
complements, center-verb, semantic-syntactic field. 
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Abstract The purpose of the paper is to offer a panoramic view of the idea of 

bilingualism in Samuel Beckett’s works by making reference to the main 

characteristics of the Theatre of the Absurd. I am interested in discussing the way in 

which bilingual identity can be reflected in the empirical world, as it is imagined in 

the fictional space of the plays. I am equally interested in speaking about the manner 

in which this writer manages to express the idea of being bilingual, while at the same 

time giving a full description of facts such as this identity in the postmodern era. In 

order to offer a consistent critical view of the aforementioned concept, I will consider 

using the technique of close reading the texts of the plays, focusing on the way in 

which language is used to convey the idea of the absurd. The creative use of language 

and the exploitation of absurd and contradictory situations, in general, will be 

regarded as a means to make visible the new and revolutionary way in which theatre 

came to be understood by this playwright. 

Key-words: bilingualism, Samuel Beckett, postmodern identity, close reading, 

fictional space, biography, close reading, absurd, contradictory situation, modern 

theatre 
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Abstract. The paper aims at illustrating the ways in which identities may be 
shaped in parodic discourses that resort to metafictional devices. Mircea Horia 
Simionescu’s „Nesfârșitele primejdii”(The Endless Perils)‒ a marker of the earliest 
Romanian postmodernism ‒on one hand and „Rubik”, a collective novel which 
relaunched the experiment in the Romanian literary space, on the other hand, are 
two metafictional examples in which the quest for identity is unfolding mainly on 
two continously overlapping levels: that of characters’ and of the texts’ 
unravelling themselves. Simionescu's metanovel becomes a game with the 
reader, dismantling through parody the type of literature oversaturated with 
conventions, whilst Simona Popescu's book club novel unfolds self-parody as the 
the other unknown side of the eternal ”ideăl reăder”. 
 
Key words: parody, identity, metafiction, self-reflexivity, discourse 
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Volumul I,  

Corin Braga (coord.),  
Iași, Polirom, 2020 
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Volume I  
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Iași, Polirom Publishing House, 2020 

  
 

THE LITERARY CRITIC’S NEW WAYS 
 

 
Abstract: This review focuses on the first volume of the 

„Encyclopaedia of Imaginaries in Romania”, subtitled „Literary Imaginary”, 
edited under the coordination of Professor Corin Braga. The two chapters of 
the volume are prefaced by a study displaying the premises from which this 
research project started and the methodology used, centred on the concepts 
of semantic pool and constellation of symbolic images. The distinctions 
between the semantic basin and literary history, between the semantic basin 
and the literary current, between the constellation of images and thematic 
literary criticism create a matrix of salient elements. These theoretical 
delimitations, which are visible in the twenty chapters, provide a new vision 
of the literary critic and his role in shaping collective identity. 

Keywords: collective imaginary, constellation, semantic pool, 
archetype, literary history. 
 

The volume dedicated 
to the literary imaginary, 
coordinated by Corin Braga, is 

the first of a larger publishing 
project, a five-volume 
encyclopaedia, the result of a 
research grant whose general 
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A király, a zsarnok és a propaganda. Mátyás király  és a 15. századi 
Drakula-történetek   

The King, the Despot, and the Propaganda- King Matias and the 
XVth century stories about Dracula, by Nagy Levente,  

Budapest, Foundation of Observation of Literature, 2021 
 
 
  

 

 
 

THE MECHANISMS OF PROPAGANDA AND THE 

FORMS OF DESPOTISM 

 
 

Abstract: Professor Habil.  Nagy Levente has been recently awarded  
membership in the Hungarian Academy. One of his latest researches is 
published in his book called ‘The King, the Despot, and the Propaganda’, at 
the Foundation of Observation of Literature in Budapest. It makes us think 
about the Romanian history of the 20th century, but it is, in fact, a book 
regarding the common Romanian and Hungarian history of the 15th century. 
 
Key words: Dracula myth, Vlad Țepeș (Tsepesh) or Vlad the Impaler, 
despotism, propaganda, history, Transylvania, Matthias Corvinus.   
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Sophisticated Ladies in 
Life and Literature: 
Selective Portraits, 
             by Anca Peiu 

 C.H.Beck, București 2022  
 

 
 

SOPHISTICATED LITERARY TREATS  
 
 

 
Abstract: The book ”Sophisticated Ladies in life and Literature: Selective 
Portraits ” by Anca Peiu masters the art of the feminine portrait. The volume 
analyses sophistication as a modus vivendi reflected in the exquisite work 
and legacy of women writers. Anca Peiu's 'guests' of the book are famous 
writers of the 19th century, of the 20th but also of the 21st centuries. Some of 
the authors are: Kate Chopin, Emily Dickinson, Edith Wharton, Charlotte 
Perkins Gilman, Gertrude Stein, Zelda Fitzgerald, Eudora Welty, Flannery 
O’Connor, Margaret Mitchell, Alice Munro, Therese Anne Fowler, Yaa Gyasi. 
Romanian personalities complete the list, bringing in new challenges. 

 
 
Key words: literature, music, literary refinement, female authors,  
criticism. 
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Commonplace Books and Reading in Georgian England 
By David Allan  

Cambridge University Press, 2014 
 

 
KALEIDOSCOPIC THEMES OF ANOTHER CENTURY 

Abstract: In the digital age we take for granted all the good things that have 
contributed to this advancement. We forget the gradual steps taken by 
mankind. During The Enlightenment, the phenomenon of commonplace books 
and the act of reading has a life of its own, especially in Georgian England. 
David Allan's volume, ”Commonplace Books and Reading in Georgian 
England”, is a compulsory study for anyone who wishes to understand the 
contribution of unknown readers to the bigger picture of the epoch. At the 
same time, the book dares to retheorize the foundation of the first 
manifestations of individual reading as a mass(ive) phenomenon. Nowadays, 
we put little excerpts on social media as a way to represent us; this parallels 
what our predecessors used to do with commonplace books. Our 
contemporary ease to delve into megabytes of information and to let the 
knowledge flourish started with the moment of another century when more 
peers of a generation enjoyed reading and let the transformative power of 
books simply act upon them. 

 
. 

Key words: Georgian England, libraries, The Enlightenment, reading, 
commonplace books, commonplace literature, progress, readers. 
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 Exces de melancolie 

By Suzana Fântânariu 
Cluj-Napoca, Editura Avalon, 2021           

(Excess of Melancholia) 
By Suzana Fântânariu 

Cluj -Napoca, Avalon Publishing 
House, 2021 

 

 
SUZANA FÂNTÂNARIU s LYRICAL VOICE HOLDING TOGETHER 

THE LAYERS OF THE SELF  
 
 

Abstract: Suzana Fântânariu's  self-portrait of words is always done in fluid 
elements, a bridge over the abyss, reaching to the other unknown side. A 
renowned painter and a dainty poetess, she suprises her fans with a new art 
exhibition entitled”Catharsis at an Edge of the World”, a complex exhibition 
dedicated to all her stages of the key Oeuvre. The poetry lovers are also 
thrilled to discover Fântânariu s book of poetry published in 2021, ”Exces de 
melancolie” (Excess of Melacholia). Her poetry is a Dyonisian burst of 
metaphors able to open new horizons. The novelty of her poetic language is 
not only cascading, exposing with vulnerability all the layers of the self., but 
it is also conceptual. 
 
Key words: book in visual arts, poetic universe, painting, poetry and 
painting, body in visual arts, installation artist, painters as poets, 
metaphor in art. 
 
 
 
 For Suzana Fântânariu, 
poetry is a bridge over the 
abyss. This bridge of words  

 
reaches to another side where 
the torments of creation do 
not exist. The title of the 
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SENECA's LETTERS AS A SPECTACLE OF PHILOSOPHY   

 
Abstract: Seneca's resonance with his friend, Lucilius, the addressee of his 
letters, brings along the resonance with deeper subjects on life. The author of 
a new book on Seneca, Dana Jalobeanu, is aware of the differences between 
our age (when philosophy is not for many an everyday practice, as it used to 
be in the past) and Antiquity. Her contribution is that of understanding the 
real resources of Seneca s style. As a writer of tragedies, Seneca must have 
longed for an optimal way to express his doubts in epistolary literary style 
reaching perfection. But this style should not have become a rigid or 
ostentatious string of words merely creating a beautiful surface.The 
successful persuation towards stoic resilience, educating a fellow being to 
become a  triumphant example of man who can stick to virtues through his 
own free will, these are aspects more important than the appearance of 
beautiful speech. Seneca employs for these directions an arsenal of 
creating/staging philosophy as a vivid spectacle of ideas. . 
 
Key words: Seneca, moral letters, philosophy, Stoicism, 21st century, 
rhetorics, style, resilience. 




